
CHAPTER NO. 859

HOUSE BILL NO. 2546

By Representative Fowlkes

Substituted for:  Senate Bill No. 2734

By Senators Trail, Burks

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 37, relative to placement of
juveniles.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:

SECTION 1.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 37-1-129(e), is amended by
designating the existing language as subdivision (1), and adding the following language
as subdivision (2):

(2)  The court may review the residential or treatment placement of a
child placed in the department's custody, and within ninety (90) days of the
placement, the court may, on its own motion, order a hearing to receive evidence
and testimony with regard to the child's residential or treatment placement.  The
court shall provide notice of the hearing to the department, to the child's
biological parent or parents, and any other person who has been primarily
responsible for the care of the child during the twelve (12) months prior to the
child's placement in the department's custody.  The court shall allow thirty (30)
days from the time such notices are sent before the hearing date is set.  The
court shall issue a placement recommendation to the department within ten (10)
days after the conclusion of the hearing.  Upon receiving the court's
recommendation, the department shall issue a determination as to the child's
placement within fifteen (15) days.  The department shall notify the court, the
child's biological parent or parents, and any other person who has been primarily
responsible for the care of the child during the twelve (12) months prior to the
child's placement.

SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect July 1, 2004, the public welfare requiring
it.



PASSED: May 19, 2004

APPROVED this 8th day of June 2004


